
The Eco-Impact of 
Laundry Detergent in the U.S.

A FORTUNE SPENT 
(AND WASTED) ON LAUNDRY

29 BILLION LOADS OF 
LAUNDRY WASHED EACH YEAR

The amount of liquid and powder detergent that 
consumers waste through over-dosing due to hard-to-read, 

over-sized measuring caps and scoops. 
Source: TreeHugger

A jug that advertises 64 loads may only wash 42 loads.

loads of laundry/week 
- done by the average 

American family
Source: The Laundry Project

the amount Americans 
spend on laundry 

detergent each year 
Source: Euromonitor, 2012

 the advertised 
loads-worth of 

detergent purchased
Source: TreeHugger

the number of loads 
actually washed, due to the 

33% over-dosing waste
Source: TreeHugger

$6.7 Billion 

8–10
loads every week in the USA, or 

about 35 billion wash loads a year, 
totaling 100 million tons of clothes

Source: The Laundry Project
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the amount of money 
wasted by consumers by 

over-dosing
Source: Euromonitor, 2012

$2.2 Billion
the amount of detergent 
wasted with pre-dosed 
detergent like Tru Earth 
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ENOUGH PLASTIC BOTTLES TO 
CIRCLE THE EARTH FOUR TIMES

the equivalent number of plastic jugs 
sold in the common 32 load, 50 oz. size, 

based on $5.7 billion spent on liquid 
detergent and an average per load price 
of $0.18 (e.g. a typical 32-load jug selling 

for under $6 on a major promotion)
Source: Euromonitor, 2012

1 Billion

 the recycling capture rate 
of HDPE plastic jugs 

Source: The Association of Postconsumer Plastic Recyclers

29.9% 

Enough plastic bottles are 
thrown away each year to 
circle the earth four times

Source: Waste Management

4 Times

the amount of plastic in Tru Earth 
packages for online sales

the corresponding number 
of 50 oz. plastic laundry jugs 

that end up in American 
landfills each year

700 Million

ZERO

SMALLER ECO-FOOTPRINT THAN 
LIQUID & POWDER DETERGENTS

the weight of a single 
dose of leading-brand 

liquid or powder

1.4 oz 
 the weight of a single strip of 
Tru Earth, or 94% lighter than 

most liquids and powders

0.9 oz 

the combined weight of 
liquid and powder shipped 

annually in the U.S.

3.4 Billion Pounds
the weight of the equivalent 

loads-worth of Tru Earth

212 Million Pounds

For the jugs that skip over recycling, their final stop is 
one of three places: the ocean, the landfills, or 

incineration. Plastic within each of these three stops 
pose an extreme environmental threat. 

Source: Dropps.com

We take care of the environment by offering small solutions that work 
just as well or better than what was used before. We’re helping save 

time, save space and save our planet – it’s all good. 

Learn more at wholesale.tru.earth

About Tru Earth

MILLION

Final Stop

Eight million tons of 
plastic are dumped into 

the ocean every year, 
accounting for over 

80% of all marine debris. 

OCEAN 
Once plastic jugs end up 
in landfills, they can take 

up to 500 years to 
properly decompose.

LANDFILL
Some of the plastic jugs 

will end up in incinerators 
to be burned.  

INCINERATOR

Zero plastic and light weight — 
reducing transportation fuel 

consumption and global-warming 
carbon emissions by 94% 

compared to today’s leading-brand 
liquid and powder detergent.

Eliminates one billion 
plastic detergent jugs — 
saving 700 million from 

going to landfills.

Save on truck fuel and cut down 
on CO2. The equivalent of 
taking 27 million cars off 

the road for a day, or 
planting nine million trees.

Dramatically Smaller 
Eco-Footprint Than Liquid 

and Powder Detergents

the amount of fuel consumed 
if everyone in the U.S. 
switched to Tru Earth, 

saving 16.4 million gallons

1.1 Million Gallons

the amount of CO2 emitted if 
everyone in the U.S. switched 
to Tru Earth, eliminating 395 

million pounds of CO2 pollution

26 Million Pounds


